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Message from the President 

The spirit of giving is a gift! Phoenix has been blessed by the efforts of so 

many people who have a heart of giving. They give of their time, 

resources and expertise to support this organizationðindividuals who see 

a need and ask how can I help? In a world where we are often reminded 

of our shortcomings and ways we could improve, it is so very refreshing to 

be surrounded by families, friends, and a community of people willing to 

jump in and to help fill the gap.   

Our Annual Report will focus on several people that support us through 

volunteering, financial contributions, and in-kind gifts. As we launch our 

new campaign focused on ñClosing the Gap,ò it seems appropriate to 

reflect on those who are already on board with this endeavor, and for 

those who have not jumped on board with us, I hope these stories will 

serve as an inspiration. Given the workforce crisis and challenges 

providers face every day in supporting vulnerable people, it is truly 

admirable and worth acknowledging people who look for ways to help. 

We will highlight a few individuals and organizations in this report, 

realizing that we cannot call them all out in one report. There are so many 

others who contribute by sharing their talents in a number of ways and we 

sincerely appreciate everyone who has supported us in any way over  

the years.   

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

Darlene Scott   
President & CEO 
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The saying, óIt takes a village to raise a childô 

couldnôt ring more true for one dedicated 

Phoenix family. Since their daughter moved 

in, the Seversons continually go above and 

beyond for The Phoenix Residence in more 

ways than one.  

Wendy Severson moved into Ericôs House in 

March of 2014. Wendyôs father, Paul Severson, 

recalled that she was the first to move in and 

that she was so excited she could pick out her 

own colors for her bedroom. 

ñMy wife and I have always been very 

impressed with Phoenix since the beginning,ò 

said Paul. ñFrom the very first meeting, staff has always been available. If I have a question, Phoenix has  

an answer.ò 

Those feelings strongly resonate with Wendyôs sister-in-law, Gail Severson. ñWhen she made the move to her 

new home within The Phoenix Residence, we were thrilled for her! We all went to see this new beautiful home 

and to meet her new friends and staff,ò said Gail. ñThe moment we walked in the doors, we knew she was 

meant to be there. She lit up showing us her 

bedroom, introducing us to her roommates as well 

as the wonderful people there who care and nurture 

them both physically and mentally.ò 

And ever since that move-in day, the Severson 

family continues to support many of Phoenixôs 

fundraising events, including our 5K walk, Made in 

the Shade. Not only do they bring in monetary 

donations, they bring dozens of family members to 

the walk to support Wendy. For them, itôs like a 

family reunion! And thanks to generous donations 

from the Seversons and the other families from 

Ericôs House, the individuals have taken trips to 

South Dakota and Wisconsin in recent years. 

The support doesnôt end there though. The Seversonôs support in-house is strong as well. Whether thatôs 

working with staff to add risers to Wendyôs bed or attending her 60th birthday party, they never miss a beat!  

ñWendy couldnôt be happier to be where sheôs at. Phoenix is a great organization and they bend over 

backwards for you,ò concluded Paul.  

 

Thank you to the Seversons for all you have done! 

 

Walking for a Cause 
The Severson Family 
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A Lasting Partnership 
CBS Construction Services 

Throughout the years, CBS continues to 

be a top sponsor at the Russ Douglas 

Phoenix Golf Classic, always bringing a 

solid group of golfers every year. ñSome 

of the most memorable moments with 

Phoenix come from the golf tournament,ò 

said Rob. ñThe stories from the family 

members are always so touching.ò 

He also added that meeting the staff over 

the years has been very inspiring. ñYouôre 

providing a quality of life and a home to 

them,ò concluded Rob. ñNo other 

cause surpasses those who help the 

communityôs most vulnerable.ò 

 

Itôs a partnership that has gone back 

decadesðand continues to grow 

stronger every day. Rob Borchardt from 

CBS Construction first learned of Phoenix 

through Russ Douglas, one of Phoenixôs 

founding members. Russ invited him to 

join him at the golf tournament that 

yearðone of the first Phoenix ever heldð

and ever since, theyôve been strong 

supporters of the Russ Douglas Phoenix 

Golf Classic.  

ñWe like to give back to the 

community,ò said Rob Borchardt, 

CEO of CBS Construction Services. ñI 

understand that I could be a client 

in a heartbeat, which is why it is 

so important to me to support 

such a wonderful cause.ò 

Thank you to CBS Construction for all your support over the years! 



р 

 

 

The Legacy of a Phoenix Family 
The Deeney Family 

For over 40 years, so many lives have been touched 

and families supported by The Phoenix Residence. 

But the real gift is the support we receive from the 

familiesðsome of whom have been here since the 

beginning. And the Deeney family is no exception. 

ñIt was an honor to serve Barb Deeney,ò said 

President/CEO Darlene Scott. ñShe had been one of 

our pioneer residents who lived in the very first 

home that Phoenix started over 40 years ago.ò Barb 

later moved into Foss House when Phoenix 

relocated the individuals into homes in the 

community in the mid-2000s.  

 
 

 

 

Although their sister passed away in 2017, the Deeney family 

continues to be a blessing to The Phoenix Residence. In 2018, Pat 

Burns, Barbôs sister, set up a fund in honor of her sister so The 

Phoenix Residence would be supported for years to come. 

With this fund, The Phoenix Residence receives a designated 

donation every year for the next 10 years. The Deeney Sisters 

Fund supports our direct care personnel by continuing already-

developed programs.  

 

Thank you to the Deeney family for your 

continued support over the years!  

Throughout the years, their family has donated time and effort to their sisterôs home. Not only have they 

consistently donated to our fundraisers, but theyôve taken care of the Foss House too. Former Foss 

House Program Manager Elizabeth Larson noted that Gerald Deeney, Barbôs father, would often ask óIs 

there anything you need at the house?ô and he made sure they got it. When Barbôs health started to 

decline, he was instrumental in installing a ceiling lift for her in the home.  

ñThe Deeney family is a gift to Phoenix,ò said Darlene. ñHer father Gerald Deeney was always active and 

engaged with Barb and her Phoenix family. He was generous in giving of his time and many  

financial contributions.ò  

  Strong Family Bonds 

And the Legacy Continues 
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Ȱ4ÈÅ $ÅÅÎÅÙ 3ÉÓÔÅÒÓ &ÕÎÄ ÉÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÃÁÒÅ ÓÔÁÆÆȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 

ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÃÁÒÅÇÉÖÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÍÁËÅ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȢ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ 

ÔÒÕÌÙ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÍÙ ÓÉÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÁÌÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ 

0ÁÔ "ÕÒÎÓȟ ÓÉÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ "ÁÒÂ $ÅÅÎÅÙ ×ÈÏ ÆÏÒÍÅÒÌÙ ÌÉÖÅÄ ÁÔ &ÏÓÓ (ÏÕÓÅ 

Legacy Gifts 
 

Are you interested in leaving a legacy gift with 
The Phoenix Residence? Any amount is greatly 
appreciated! Please contact Jackie Larson at 
651-294-7964 or jlarson@phoenixresidence.org 
for more information.  

Thanks to their generous donation, 

these programs continue to prosper 

here at The Phoenix Residence: 

4ÈÅ $ÅÅÎÅÙ 
3ÉÓÔÅÒÓ &ÕÎÄ 

 

The Legacy of a Phoenix Family 
The Deeney Family 

Annual Employee Gifts 

Aspiring Leaders Program  

Employee Recognition Luncheon   

Leadership Conference   

Outstanding Leadership Awards   

The Bridge Loan Program  

T-Shirts for Staff   
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Support Through Song 
The Capetz Family 

For the last decade, John Capetz, 

Phoenixôs landscaping contractor, and his 

family have been instrumental in a 

Phoenix annual tradition. Every holiday 

season, they have so generously led 

Holiday Singalong at English House. 

And every year, Johnôs sister makes an 

ornament for everyone who is at the 

singalong. 

ñEveryone is so happy to see us,ò said 

John. ñYou donôt need to have an 

invitation; they will welcome you into their 

home no matter what.ò 

Being There in a Time of Need 

Over the years, the Capetz family has grown closer to the 

individuals and staff here, especially at English House. 

ñPhoenix is an extension of my family,ò said John. ñItôs 

nice when they start out as people you know from work, 

but then turn into friends.ò 

They get to know the individuals personally and visit them 

on a regular basis, which is exactly what a former 

individual from English House needed when she went into 

hospice. The family 

fcame to visit at a momentôs notice! John even brought his dog Slim to 

lighten the mood and it made this individual so happy in a time of sorrow. 

The night she passed, Johnôs mom and sister sang to her at one in the 

morning. Now, that is dedication! 

This is only one example of the  kindness and blessing the Capetz family 

brings to our organization. There are many more. John continues to be a 

major sponsor of our fundraising events, Made in the Shade 5K walk and 

the golf tournament, while also supporting the individualsô goals 

whenever he can. 

 

      Thank you to the Capetz family  

  for everything you do!  
                

 



у 

 

Volunteering as a Family 
The Bredesen Family 

Moving cross country is difficult for 

anyone, but moving cross country to 

find a home for your loved one with 

disabilities is a hurdle like no other. S 

when the  Bredesen family moved 

their daughter/sister up here, they 

were beyond relieved to find The 

Phoenix Residence.   

Laurel moved up to Minnesota from 

Texas in 2002 to join the rest of her 

family. And while Jo Bredesen, 

Laurelôs mother, has fond memories 

of her at the main building, she was 

happy to see her move into Carver 

House in 2005. 

ñIôve always been so moved by how 

deeply they know Laurel,ò said Sandra Burrowes, Laurelôs sister. 

Over the years, the familyôs appreciativeness grewðso much so they felt compelled to volunteer their time. 

For nearly a decade, Jo Bredesen served on Phoenixôs Board of Directors.  

ñBeing on the Board helped me to see the overall strategy of the organization. I could see 

how hard the staff work,ò Jo said. ñPhoenix is a well-run organization. They work hard to 

provide visibility to those who normally donôt have a voice.ò 

After Joôs time on the board, Laurelôs siblings felt motivated to volunteer 

as well. Oftentimes, youôll also see Sandra Burrowes and John Bredesen, 

Laurelôs siblings, behind the camera at Phoenix eventsðcapturing some 

of our most heartfelt moments through the photos they take.  

ñAnything I can do to give back to an organization that gives so much to 

our family, Iôm more than happy to do,ò said Sandra. ñVolunteering allows 

us to be more involved with Phoenix than by only visiting the house,ò 

John added. 

For a family that has given so much to Phoenix, itôs nice to know that 

Laurel has a place she can call home for a long time. As John concluded, 

ñCarver House staff has been amazing. Theyôre deeply invested in the  

individuals and you can tell. My sister is in a home, not a house.ò 
 

       Thank you to the Bredesen family for  

   everything you do for Phoenix! 
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Advocating for Her Sisters 
Liz McCambridge 

ARRM Day at the Capitol comes around once a year, but for Liz 

McCambridge, advocating for her sisters doesnôt stop there. For the last 

11 years, Liz has joined us at the Minnesota State Capitol to advocate for 

support of disability servicesðand for that, we couldnôt be more grateful.  

ñThe best part of volunteering with Phoenix is the feeling I get 

that itôs important what Iôm doing,ò said Liz. ñThe need for 

lobbying never goes away. In fact, itôs become more and  

more imperative.ò 

Passing legislation to increase wages for Direct Support Professionals is 

always top of mind for herðshe sees the effect it has on her three sisters 

at Furness House. ñIt just makes sense to lobby for important legislation 

that concerns [my] loved ones,ò said Liz. ñA decent living wage for DSPs 

é helps make the home care environment more stable and consistent.ò  

When she is not at the Capitol, she continually reaches out to her 

legislators to make sure the issue is top of mind, whether that be through 

an email or a phone call to her representatives. 

 

Supporting the Organization 

Furthermore, Liz is also on the Human 

Rights Committee, where she responds to 

requests from Phoenix nurses regarding 

new admits, medications, and equipment 

changes.  

ñItôs so important for people to support The 

Phoenix Residence,ò Liz concluded. ñFor 

people who do not have a loved one in the 

Phoenix homes, they should visit one or 

attend an event and just see how precious 

these lives are and how they deserve so 

much more.ò 

 

 
 

Thank you Liz for your all advocacy and support over the years! 

 


